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FOREWORD 

This  set  of  Colonial  plays  has  been  written,  not  for  exhibition 
purposes,  but  for  class-room  work.  Therefore  they  are  short, 
so  that  no  one  child  will  be  burdened  with  memorizing  a  long 
part. 

The  seven  children  out  of  ten  who  have  no  history  sense,  but 
who  must  have  that  sense  created,  are  more  quickly  brought  to 
think  along  historical  lines  through  their  dramatic  instincts  than 
through  any  other  method.  When  through  dramatization  the 
dry  bones  of  past  events  are  given  the  flesh  and  blood  of  the 
present,  and  you  find  your  boys  and  girls  eager  and  bright-eyed 
over  the  things  they  have  seen  and  done  in  making  the  charac- 
ters of  old  walk  and  talk,  then  you  will  understand  that  they 
have  brought  their  glimmering  ideas  to  focus  plainly  on  certain 
things  and  that  they  have  made  for  themselves  many  good  nega- 
tives through  the  camera  of  dramatics,  where  existed  before  only 
a  few  pale  views. 

The  sixth  and  seventh  grades,  for  whom  these  plays  are  especi- 
ally intended,  wiU  look  forward  to  the  history  lessons  with  more 
interest,  if  now  and  then,  to  add  vigor  to  the  lessons,  a  few  min- 
utes of  the  recitation  period  is  devoted  to  a  dramatization  of  the 
subject  at  hand. 

Little  preparation  is  needed  in  the  way  of  costumes,  scenery, 
or  even  in  memorizing  parts. 

Let  simplicity  be  your  keynote  and  activity  your  theme. 
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THE    COLUMBUS    STORY 


For  a  Columbus  Day  Program 


CAST  OF  CHARACTERS 


Columbus  C  Scene     I 

(A  different  Columbus  j  Scene   II 
may  take  part  in       |  Scene  III 
each  scene) 
First  Sailor 
Second  Sailor 
Third  Sailor 
Fourth  Sailor 
Flfth  Sailor 
Queen  Isabella  of  Spain 
King  Ferdinand  of  Spain 
A  Page 
A  Trumpeter 
A  Flag  Bearer 
A  Guard 
Four  Indians 


As  a  boy 
As  an  idealist 
Before  Queen  Isabella 
t  Scene  IV    As  a  successful  explorer 


'^'m 


THE  BOY  COLtJMBUS 


THE  COLUMBUS  STORY 

Scene  I 

(Wharf  scene  —  sailors  sitting  on  boxes  and  barrels. 
An  oar,  a  coiled  rope,  or  anything  suggestive  of  sea  life 
may  be  used.) 

First  Sailor  The  last  time  that  I  went  to  Iceland 
we  almost  got  lost  in  a  storm.  If  we  had  gone  much 
farther  west  I  fear  we  should  have  come  to  the  edge 
of  the  world,  then  we  surely  would  have  fallen  over. 

Second  Sailor  So  you  still  believe  the  earth  is  flat. 
I  have  heard  that  some  wise  men  are  actually  trying 
to  make  the  people  believe  that  the  world  is  round. 
(All  laugh.) 

Third  Sailor  Now,  isn't  that  ridiculous  when  you 
can  see  the  edge  of  it  right  over  there?  (Points 
toward  horizon.)  Why,  how  could  the  world  be 
round  ?  If  that  were  true  the  people  on  the  other 
side  would  be  walking  with  their  heads  down.  (All 
laugh.) 
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Fourth  Sailor  To-morrow  we  go  on  a  trip  down 
the  African  coast.  We  may  stop  for  some  negro 
slaves  before  we  return. 

Fijth  Sailor  Do  any  of  you  believe  there  is  any 
truth  in  this  scheme  of  Henry  the  Navigator's  to  reach 
India  by  sailing  around  this  Africa? 

First  'bailor  Why  yes,  I  do,  although  most  people 
believe  it  can't  be  done.  We've  got  to  have  a  new 
route  to  India,  and  why  not  an  ocean  route  ?  The 
Turks  will  surely  leave  us  alone  then. 

Second  Sailor  Yes,  we  must  have  new  routes  to 
India.  'Tis  said  that  the  Turks  grow  bolder  every 
month  now.  Every  caravan  reports  some  trouble 
that  they  have  had  with  the  robbers.  It  grows  harder 
and  harder  to  make  up  caravan  trains.  Few  men 
wish  to  risk  their  lives  between  the  Turks  and  the 
desert. 

Third  Sailor  I  don't  see,  though,  how  Henry  of 
Portugal  expects  his  schemes  to  succeed.  Does  he 
not  know  that  there  are  terrible  monsters  in  the  ocean 
that  would  swallow  a  ship,  and  who  knows  but  in  sail- 
ing to  the  south  that  they  will  not  find  that  terrible 
place  where  the  water  boils  ?  Indeed,  I  think  Henry's 
plan  very  dangerous. 


COLONIAL  PLAYS  FOR  THE  SCHOOL-ROOM        II 

Fourth  Sailor  I  have  been  to  Iceland  and  to 
Africa  also,  and  yet  no  terrible  monsters  have  I  seen. 
To-morrow  I  go  to  Africa  again  and  I  am  not  afraid. 

Columbus  (a  barefoot  boy,  who  has  been  listening 
intently  to  the  sailors^  stories  —  jumps  up  and  stands 
before  the  fourth  sailor.)  O  sir!  Do  you  think  that 
your  Captain  would  let  me  sail  with  him  to-morrow  ? 
My  father  is  a  wool-comber  and  we  are  so  poor  that 
I  must  do  something  to  earn  a  living.  I  want  to  be 
a  sailor  more  than  anything  else  in  the  world. 

Fourth  Sailor  (rising)  We'll  ask  the  Captain, 
my  boy.  Come  down  to  the  dock  with  me  if  you  are 
willing  to  work.  A  sailor's  life  is  a  hard  one  these 
days. 

Columbus  (going  out  with  the  fourth  sailor)  In- 
deed, I  shall  not  mind  the  work  if  I  can  but  go. 

Fifth  Sailor  (rising  after  the  two  have  gone)  It 
is  time  we  were  all  at  the  docks.  It  might  be  possible 
that  a  ship  has  arrived  from  meeting  a  caravan.  If 
so,  the  people  of  Genoa  will  be  very  glad,  for  the  bales 
of  silk  and  the  boxes  of  spices  are  most  eagerly  longed 
for  all  over  western  Europe. 

Second  Sailor  Yes,  let  us  go  down  and  see  whether 
the  Turks  have  left  anything.  [Exeunt  all.] 


SAIL  on! 
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Scene  II 

(A  students  room.  A  map  of  the  known  world  on 
the  wall.  Other  maps,  charts,  compasses,  rulers,  pen- 
cils and  a  globe  on  a  table.  Columbus  —  a  young 
man  —  drawing  a  design  while  consulting  an  open 
hook  on  the  table.) 

Columbus  {pausing  in  his  work  and  looking 
around).  Yes,  yes,  it  must  be  true:  Marco  Polo 
has  seen  a  wonderful  land  where  the  houses  are  roofed 
with  gold  and  even  the  pavements  are  made  of  gold. 
Think  of  what  it  would  be  to  discover  a  route  to  such 
a  land!  Why,  the  world,  I  am  sure,  from  studying 
all  of  these  maps  and  charts,  must  be  round,  and 
being  so,  if  I  should  but  sail  west  far  enough  I  could 
reach  the  east  and  the  rich  Indies.  But  alas!  I  am 
a  poor  man  and  it  takes  money  to  buy  ships,  and 
where  could  I  get  any  sailors  to  go  on  such  a  trip  over 
the  great  ocean  ?  Perhaps  the  King  of  Portugal  will 
give  me  men  and  ships.  I  will  carefully  draw  my 
plans  and  present  my  scheme  to  him.  Oh!  if  the 
great  Navigator  were  only  alive  he  would  listen  to 
me  gladly. 


'-ft 
II 


COLXI^iBUS   BEFORE  THE  KING   AND   QUEEN. 
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Scene    III 

{The  Queen  of  Spain  is  seated  on  her  throne.  Gtcards 
and  courtiers  grouped  around  her  as  shown  in  pictures 
in  most  any  history  book.  Costumes  may  be  as  elabo- 
rate or  as  simple  as  wished.  Columbus  is  ushered 
before  the  throne  by  a  page.) 

Page  {presenting  Columbus).  Christopher  Colum- 
bus of  Italy,  your  Majesty. 

Columbus  (bowing  low  before  the  Queen)  Your 
Majesty,  I  crave  a  last  audience  with  you  in  regard 
to  my  plan  for  reaching  the  Indies. 

The  Queen  You  are  Christopher  Columbus,  the 
Italian  from  Genoa,  are  you  not,  who  has  been 
haunting  my  court  for  seven  years  with  some 
wild  scheme  for  reaching  the  east  by  sailing  west. 
Explain  to  me  how  and  why  you  think  such  a  thing 
possible. 

Columbus  Your  Majesty,  I  will  explain  my  plan 
once  again.  Here  is  an  orange  {produces  orange  from 
pocket)  shaped  round,  as  I  believe  the  earth  to 
be.  Now  here  I  will  stick  a  pin  for  the  Indies 
and  here  I  will  place  another  pin  for  Spain.     If  I 
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Start  from  Spain  and  go  west  but  far  enough,  I 
will  reach  the  East  and  the  rich  Indies,  the  wealth 
of  which  will  make  Spain  the  richest  nation  in  the 
world. 

The  Queen  Why  did  you  not  present  your  plan 
to  the  King  of  Portugal?  The  Portuguese,  you 
know,  are  much  interested  in  finding  a  route  to 
India. 

Columbus  Your  Majesty,  I  did  present  my 
scheme  to  Portugal  and  bitterly  was  I  deceived. 
They  took  my  plans  and  secretly  sent  out  a  ship, 
which  went  but  a  short  distance  and  then  returned, 
saying  there  was  no  land  to  be  seen.  I  then  took  my 
plans  and  came  to  Spain. 

The  Queen  Our  trouble  with  the  Moors  is  prac- 
tically over  now,  and  since  your  friends  and  my  old 
Confessor  have  begged  me  to  help  you,  I  will  at 
last  consent  to  fit  you  out  with  ships  and  men  to 
make  this  perilous  voyage.  Yes,  you  shall  go, 
even  if  I  have  to  sell  my  jewels  in  order  to  provide 
for  you. 

Columbus  (kneeling  and  kissing  the  hem  of  the 
Queen's  robe  Noble  Queen!  you  shall  never  regret 
the  trust  you  have  given  me  this  day.    I  will  bring 
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back  to  you  the  riches  of  the  East,     (Rises  and  bows 
adieu.)    Farewell,  your  Majesty. 

The  Queen    Farewell,   Columbus,   and   may  the 
saints  attend  thee. 


Scene    IV 

{Throne  oj  the  King  and  Queen  of  Spain.  Their 
Majesties  seated  on  the  throne  in  holiday  attire.  An 
empty  chair  near  by.  Guards  and  courtiers  as 
before.) 

Page  {enters  and  bows  low  before  the  King  and 
Queen)  Columbus,  the  great  explorer,  is  home,  and 
comes  to  pay  tribute  to  your  Royal  Majesties.  In 
his  train  are  the  natives  of  that  wonderful  India  that 
he  has  discovered. 

King  You  may  tell  him  that  we  await  his  coming 
with  gladness. 

Page  {bowing  again.)    Very  well,  your  Majesty. 

[Exit  Page] 

Trumpeter  {enters  —  blowing  horn)  All  hail  to 
Columbus,  the  great  explorer! 
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(Page  enters  with  large  banner  on  which  is  written 
—  Columbus,  the  Discoverer  of  the  Indies. 
Behind  him  walks  Columbus  attended  by  a  man  carry- 
ing the  Spanish  -flag  —  this  may  be  made  of  paper. 
Columbus  is  dressed  in  handsome  cape  and  wears  a 
sword.  He  is  followed  by  four  Indians  all  carrying 
something  from  the  new  world,  such  as  —  fur,  some 
corn,  bow  and  arrows  or  Indian  baskets.  Sailors  fol- 
low with  a  box  of  gold.  Columbus  kneels  before  the 
throne.) 

Isabella  {extending  her  hand)  Arise,  honored 
explorer,  and  be  seated  while  you  tell  us  your  story. 
We  are  anxious  to  hear  about  your  voyage. 

Columbus  {sitting  in  vacant  chair)  I  thank  your 
Majesties  for  this  great  honor  and  most  gladly  will 
I  relate  my  story : 

On  the  third  day  of  August  in  the  year  1492, 1  sailed 
from  the  port  of  Palos  with  three  ships,  the  Nina, 
the  Pinta,  and  the  Santa  Maria.  My  course  was 
first  directed  toward  the  Canary  Islands  which  were 
the  last  known  lands  to  the  west.  Beyond  these 
islands,  men  called  the  ocean  a  sea  of  darkness,  but  we 
braved  this  sea  and  left  the  Canaries,  though  the  sail- 
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ors  believed  we  were  going  to  our  death.  They  wept 
and  wailed  as  the  last  bit  of  land  disappeared  from 
sight. 

For  days  and  days,  we  sailed  on,  seeing  no  signs 
of  land,  nothing  but  water  everywhere.  At  one 
time  the  sailors  threatened  to  throw  me  overboard 
and  return ,  but  I  calmed  their  fears  and  begged  them 
to  wait  a  little  longer.  Then  one  day  we  saw  a  thorn 
branch  floating  by  and  a  flock  of  birds  flew  over  us. 
These  gave  us  much  encouragement. 

On  the  night  of  October  n,  I  saw  a  light  moving 
in  the  distance.  At  dawn,  a  sailor  gave  the  glad  cry 
of  "Land!"  and  there  on  the  morning  of  October  12, 
1492,  I  raised  the  Spanish  flag  on  shore  and  took 
possession  of  the  land  in  the  name  of  Ferdinand  and 
Isabella  of  Spain. 

This  island,  for  such  I  found  it  to  be,  I  called  San 
Salvador,  and  it  is,  I  am  sure,  but  one  of  the  islands 
off  the  mainland  of  India.  I  visited  several  of  the 
islands  and  left  a  colony  on  one.  These  strange  men 
I  have  with  me  are  natives  of  that  new  land  and  I 
wish  to  present  them  to  you  together  with  my  dis- 
coveries.    (Rises.) 

Isabella  (rising)     A  great  explorer  have  you  proved 
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yourself,  Columbus,  and  we  are  proud  to  bestow 
honors  upon  you.  Through  your  discoveries,  Spain 
stands  to-day  the  greatest  nation  of  the  world.  The 
man  who  has  sailed  west  to  find  the  east  and  who  has 
succeeded  in  that  attempt  is  Spain's  greatest  subject. 
All  hail  to  Columbus! 

King    {rises    and   lifts   his    hand)     All    hail   to 
Columbus! 


COLONIAL   PLAYS 


A  MAID  OF  COLONIAL  VIRGINIA 


COLONIAL  VIRGINIA 
Characters 

Anne  —  the  lady  of  the  house 

Chloe  —  the  negro  mammy 

Jock  —  a  negro  boy 

Betty  —  a  yoimg  lady  from  Jamestown 

Scene 

(A  colonial  parlor.  Anne,  dressed  in  the  costume 
of  early  Virginia,  with  her  hair  powdered  and  piled 
high  on  her  head,  sits  in  a  small  rocker  embroidering. 
A  stand  with  a  bell  and  a  fan  are  close  at  hand.  Anne 
suddenly  rings  the  bell  at  her  side.  Chloe  enters  in 
gray  wrapper,  with  a  handkerchief  turban  and  white 
apron.) 

Chloe  {fumbling  her  hands  in  the  apron)  You 
done  ring  for  me,  Miss  Anne  ? 

Anne  Yes,  Chloe,  we  are  going  to  have  Major 
Keams  and  his  wife  over  to  dinner  to-day  and  I  want 
you  to  see  that  we  have  plenty  to  eat.    Have  Jock 

^2, 
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kill  two  chickens,  use  some  of  that  fresh  ham  and 
broil  some  bacon.  Then  see  that  we  have  both  white 
and  sweet  potatoes.  Make  some  of  your  nice  beaten 
biscuit  and  serve  white  bread  and  com  pone  also. 

Chloe  Yes,  Miss  Anne,  and  shall  I  bake  that 
possum  dat  Jock  done  cotch  las'  night  ? 

Anne  Yes,  serve  a  full  table.  We  southerners  are 
a  hospitable  people,  and  we're  proud  of  it.  Now 
send  Jock  to  me.     I  have  a  message  for  him. 

Chloe  {nodding)     Yes,  Miss  Anne.    [Exit  Chloe] 

Anne  {picks  up  fan  and  waves  it  slowly)  Oh!  it 
is  so  warm!  I  am  sure  that  I  do  not  care  to  ride  this 
morning. 

{Enter  Jock  in  overalls  —  one  suspender  fastened 
with  a  nail.  He  carries  a  very  ragged  straw  hat  in 
his  hand.) 

Jock    Miss  Anne,  you  done  send  for  me  ? 

Anne  Yes,  Jock;  tell  your  master  that  I  do  not 
care  to  ride  this  morning.  Also  tell  him  that  if  he 
intends  to  inspect  that  tobacco  field  to-day  he  must 
hurry,  for  Major  Kearns  and  his  wife  are  coming  over 
to  dinner  and  they  wish  us  to  go  to  the  horse  races 
with  them  this  afternoon. 
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Jock  Yes,  Missie  Anne,  I  tell  de  Massa.  He 
down  to  de  nigga  quartahs  now.  Old  Ben,  he  be 
awful  sick  and  Marsa  he  go  down  to  find  out  what  am 
de  mattah. 

[Eocit  Jock] 

(Anne  fans  again  —  a  knock  at  the  door  and  enters 
Betty  in  Colonial  costume.) 

Anne  (throwing  arms  around  Betty  and  kissing 
her)     Oh,  my  dear  Betty !  when  did  you  arrive  ? 

Betty  I  just  came  up  with  Father  from  James- 
town. He  met  Cousin  John  in  the  yard  and  they 
are  talking  tobacco  prices,  I'll  warrant. 

Anne  You  came  just  in  time,  Betty.  This  after- 
noon we  are  going  to  the  races  —  I  am  sure  our  Black 
Star  will  win.  To-morrow  night  there  is  a  ball  at 
the  Fairfax  plantation  and  Wednesday  afternoon  a 
garden  party  will  be  given  by  the  Governor's 
wife. 

Betty  Truly,  Virginia  is  as  gay  as  merry  England. 
Since  we've  gone  to  raising  tobacco  Virginia  is  grow- 
ing rich.  Why,  even  the  streets  of  Jamestown  have 
been  planted  in  tobacco  and  now  this  weed  is  as  good 
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as  gold  or  silver.  Father  paid  one  hundred  pounds 
of  tobacco  for  my  last  gown  from  England. 

Anne  {touching  her  old  fashioned  pendant  ear- 
rings) Yes,  and  my  beautiful  ear-rings  were  paid 
for  in  tobacco.     'Tis  surely  most  convenient  money. 

Betty  Well,  our  plantations  are  large  and  tobacco 
is  easily  raised.  There  is  no  reason  why  we  should 
not  prosper  unless  the  civil  war  in  England  hinders 
us.  I  had  a  letter  from  Cousin  Mary  but  yesterday, 
and  she  said  that  the  Puritans  were  gaining  control 
of  England.  Virginia  will  surely  remain  loyal  to 
the  King,  don't  you  think? 

Anne  Oh,  yes,  and  to  the  Church  of  England  too. 
John  said  that  when  the  Assembly  met  last  week. 
Governor  Berkeley  urged  every  one  to  remain  loyal 
to  the  King's  cause.  (Rising.)  Now,  Betty,  Major 
Keams  and  his  wife  are  coming  over  to  dinner  and 
I  must  see  that  Topsy  has  laid  the  table  properly. 
It  is  surely  a  patience-trying  ordeal  to  teach  some  of 
these  slave  girls.     Do  you  wish  to  come  with  me  ? 

Betty  (rising)  Oh,  yes.  Cousin  Anne,  I  am  dying 
to  see  Topsy  again,  she  is  so  funny.  If  you  don't 
want  her,  I'd  like  to  buy  her. 

Anne    Well,  we'll  see.    Come,  let  us  go. 

[Exeunt  both] 


THE   FIRST  THANKSGIVING 
Characters 


Prudence 

Do- WELL 

Faith 

Pilgrim  Boy 

Makepeace 

Indian 

Scene 

(A  kitchen.  Two  Pilgrim  women  working  ai 
kitcJien  table.  One  is  cutting  pumpkin  jor  pies,  the 
other  mixing  pie  dough.) 

Prudence  Who  would  think  that  it  has  been 
almost  a  year  since  the  Mayflower  first  came  to 
Plymouth  ? 

Faith  Ah  yes!  and  what  a  bitter  time  that  was 
too.  We  knew  not  how  we  should  Hve  through  the 
winter. 

Prudence    'Tis  well  that  the  Governor  bids  us  be 

thankful  for  our  bountiful  harvest  this  autumn.     Me- 

thinks  a  thanksgiving  day  a  most  befitting  way  by 

which  to  show  our  rejoicing. 

29 
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Faith  Makepeace  says  that  the  Indians  of  Mas- 
sasoit's  tribe  are  coming  to  feast  with  us.  Truly, 
these  Indians  have  taught  us  many  things  and  we 
should  be  glad  to  have  them  with  us. 

Prudence  I  well  remember  the  first  day  that  Sam- 
oset  walked  into  our  village.  How  frightened  I  was ! 
and  then  when  Squanto  came  and  could  talk  a  little 
English,  how  glad  we  were!  Without  his  help,  I  fear 
we  would  not  have  learned  to  grow  this  wonderful 
Indian  com. 

{Enter  Makepeace  and  Do-weU,  also  in  Pilgrim 
costume.     They  carry  guns  over  their  shoulders.) 

Faith    What  luck,  brothers? 

Makepeace  Twenty  wild  turkeys  have  we  killed 
for  the  feast,  and  Massasoit  says  that  his  Indian  hunt- 
ers will  bring  venison  enough  for  all.  The  Thanks- 
giving will  be  a  time  of  rejoicing  and  plenty,  most 
surely. 

Do  well  Methinks  that  we  will  fare  better  this 
winter  with  com  and  beans  in  our  granaries.  I  liked 
not  the  diet  of  clams  and  eels  last  winter. 

Prudence  {sternly)    Be  not  ungrateful.   Do-well, 


COLONIAL  PLAYS   FOR  THE  SCHOOL-ROOM        3 1 

but  glad  that  such  food  was  at  hand  else  we  surely 
should  have  starved. 

Makepeace  I  had  a  talk  with  Captain  Standish 
this  morning  and  he  said  that  the  Narragansett  In- 
dians are  angry  with  us  for  favoring  Massasoit. 
There  may  be  an  Indian  war  ere  the  winter  is  past. 

Faith  With  Captain  Standish  as  our  leader,  we 
Pilgrims  need  not  be  afraid.  He  is  a  brave  and 
honest  man  and  the  Indians  fear  him  greatly. 

{Enter  Indian  in  costume  carrying  a  bowl  or  basket 
filled  with  pop-corn.) 

Prudence    Oh,  how  beautiful!     What  is  it? 

Indian  (presenting  basket)  Me  bring  nice  pop- 
corn for  children's  feast. 

Faith  (taking  basket)  Oh,  how  nice!  we  thank 
you  kindly. 

(Enter  Pilgrim  Boy  hurriedly.) 

Pilgrim  Boy  Come  quickly  to  the  meeting-house. 
Massasoit  and  his  Indian  warriors  are  there  with  five 
deer  and  other  game.  They  have  painted  their 
faces  in  honor  of  the  feast  day  to-morrow  and  wear 
many  feathers  in  their  hair. 
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Do-well    Come,  let  us  go. 

\Eocit  men] 

Faith  We  must  get  these  pies  done  to-day,  but 
surely  it  will  not  hurt  if  we  run  over  to  the  meeting 
house  for  a  few  minutes. 

Prudence    No,  we  won't  stay  long,  let  us  go. 

{Prudence  sets  her  pan  of  pumpkin  on  the  table  and 
Faith  brushes  the  dough  from  her  hands.) 

[Exeunt  both] 


A   WITCHCRAFT   STORY 

Characters 

Hope  Charity 

Faith  Mercy 

Scene 

{A  Puritan  home  in  Salem.  Four  women  in  Puri- 
tan costume  sewing,  mending  and  knitting) 

Hope  Ah,  Mistresses!  have  you  heard  that  old 
Granny  Blackwell  has  been  accused  as  a  witch  ? 

Faith    What !  who  dares  to  accuse  her  ? 

Hope  I  have  heard  that  the  Jones  children  have 
had  a  feeling  of  pins  being  stuck  into  them  ever  since 
they  met  Granny,  one  evening  last  week,  all  alone  on 
the  big  road.  It  was  just  at  the  sunset  hour  and  a 
black  bat  flew  across  her  face  and  she  screamed. 
The  Jones  children  saw  it  and  heard  her  scream  and 
they  have  been  bewitched  ever  since. 

Charity  But  I  am  sure  any  one  of  us  might  have 
screamed  had  a  black  bat  flown  in  front  of  us. 
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Mercy  That  may  be  true,  but  why  should  a  black 
bat  fly  across  her  face  just  at  sunset  ?  That  is  the 
witches'  hour,  you  know.  Ah  me!  I  fear  she  is  a 
witch.  Only  this  morning,  I  myself  had  a  great 
fright,  when  a  yellow  bird  perched  on  my  window 
sill.  I  scared  it  away  quickly,  and.  Dames,  what  do 
you  think!  it  flew  straight  toward  Granny  Black- 
well's  cabin ! 

Hope    Another  proof  that  she  is  a  witch. 

Charity  I  like  it  not,  this  idea  of  thinking  our- 
selves bewitched  or  possessed  of  witches.  The  first 
thing  we  know  some  one  of  us  will  be  accused  of  being 
a  witch.    Think  how  terrible  that  would  be. 

Mercy  (shuddering)  Hush!  You  scare  me,  and 
your  eyes  glare  so.    They  look  like  coals  of  fire. 

Charity  Tell  that  to  Cotton  Mather  and  he  will 
have  all  of  Salem  town  at  my  heels.  But  come  — 
tell  us  what  they  have  done  or  are  going  to  do  to  poor 
old  Granny  Blackwell. 

Hope  Oh,  she  was  carried  to  jail  this  morning, 
and  her  trial  comes  off  to-morrow  afternoon. 

Faith    How  can  they  prove  her  to  be  a  witch  ? 

Mercy  Oh,  there  are  several  ways.  The  best  of 
all,  however,  is  to  bring  the  bewitched  children  on 
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the  witness  stand.  Then,  if  the  witch  can  get  them 
to  come  to  her,  surely,  then,  they  are  bewitched. 

Faith  But  all  children  go  to  Granny  Blackwell. 
She  has  ever  a  sugar  plum  or  a  sweet  cake  in  her 
pocket,  and  the  children  are  glad  to  come  when  she 
calls. 

Hope  Nevertheless,  it  is  a  test.  Mercy,  I  saw 
you  churning  ever  so  long  this  morning.  Did  your 
butter  finally  come  ? 

Mercy  There  was  a  witch  spell  on  it,  I  am  sure, 
for  as  soon  as  I  dropped  a  hot  horseshoe  into  the 
cream,  it  separated  right  away  and  the  butter  was  as 
nice  as  you  please. 

Hope  Ah!  There  are  witches  eveywhere  it 
seems.  Only  last  week,  I  dreamed  of  black  cats  and 
the  very  next  day  I  saw  a  black  cat,  just  as  I  was 
entering  the  woods  below  Dame  Little's  cabin.  You 
may  be  sure  I  ran  home  as  fast  as  I  could. 

Charity  I  suppose  that  some  one  will  accuse 
Dame  Little  of  being  a  witch  because  she  lives  all 
alone  with  no  company  but  her  black  cat.  Then,  too, 
she  is  old  and  deaf  and  so  acts  peculiar.  But  that  is 
what  these  witch  believers  want  —  some  one  who 
acts  peculiar. 
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Hope  You  look  cross  enough  to  be  sent  to  the 
ducldng  stool,  Charity. 

Charity  And  I  may  be  sent  there,  too,  when  I  have 
told  Cotton  Mather  what  I  think  of  his  witch  theories, 
but  I  care  not. 

Faith  Best  beware.  Charity,  for  Governor  Win- 
throp  believes  in  witchcraft  also. 

Charity  Then  more  shame  to  him!  is  all  I 
have  to  say.  Why  he  even  favors  persecuting  the 
poor  Quakers  who  come  into  our  colony,  and 
though  I  am  a  Puritan,  I  like  not  to  see  another 
sect  so  harshly  dealt  with.  We  ourselves  liked  it 
not  in  England. 

Mercy  No,  we  liked  it  not,  but  we  came  to  this 
new  country  to  worship  as  we  pleased.  Let  the 
Quakers  foimd  a  colony,  too,  and  worship  as  they 
please. 

Faith  Charity  must  have  been  listening  to  Roger 
Williams.  He  believes  in  religious  freedom  for  all 
peoples.  'Tis  too  liberal  a  belief,  and  if  he  persists 
in  teaching  it,  I  am  sure  he  will  be  banished  from  the 
the  colony. 

Hope  {rising)  Come  Dames,  it  is  time  we  were 
getting  to  our  homes  for  it  is  near  the  sunset  hour  and 
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you  know  the  witches  are  abroad  then.      I  care  not 
to  meet  one. 

Mercy  Nor  I!  Come,  let  us  hurry  to  our  homes. 
Farewell,  Charity. 

Charity  I'll  go  with  you  as  far  as  the  garden  gate 
and  gather  you  a  each  nosegay.  My  marigolds  and 
phlox  are  very  pretty  now. 

[Exeunt  all] 


A  PENNSYLVANIA  INCIDENT 

Characters 

Mistress  Mary  Jane 

William  Ann 

Scene 
(A  colonial  room.    Mistress  Mary,  in  Quaker  gray, 
sits  tearing  rags  for  a  carpet.    Ann  and  Jane,  the 
two  bond  servants,  are  sewing  the  rags  and  winding 
them  into  balls.) 

Mistress  Mary  There,  Jane  and  Ann,  the  cloth 
hath  all  been  torn  for  our  new  parlor  carpet.  Sew 
carefully  and  waste  nothing,  for  even  rags  are  precious 
when  all  the  cloth  we  have  is  made  from  the  wool  of 
our  own  flock. 

Jane  Ah,  Mistress  Baxter!  Thee  is  quite  right, 
we  redemptioners  know  full  well  the  value  of  it  since 
we  ourselves  have  spun  and  woven  all  of  that  cloth. 

Ann  'Tis  but  lately  that  thou  has  not  been  con- 
tent with  a  clean  sanded  floor.  Mistress  Baxter.    Why 

dost  thou  wish  differently  now? 
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Mistress  Mary  The  sanded  floor  is  a  Dutch  cus- 
tom, and  though  cleanly,  yet  I  prefer  a  rag  carpet 
once  that  I  have  the  rags.     'Tis  more  genteel. 

(Enter  William  in  big  rain  coat  and  Quaker  hat. 
Carries  an  ox  goad  in  his  hand.) 

William  Mary,  hast  thou  the  butter  and  cheese 
ready  for  the  market? 

Mistress  Mary  Hours  ago,  William.  Dost  thou 
not  remember  that  we  rose  with  the  sun  this  morning 
and  prepared  the  things  for  the  market  ? 

William  Thou  wast  ever  forehanded,  Mary.  If 
I  could  but  find  myself  another  bond  servant  this 
afternoon  I  should  be  most  glad.  The  hay  and  grain 
crops  are  fair  to  look  upon  and  we  are  rushed  with 
work.  This  new  country  is  truly  a  fertile  land  and 
our  great  William  Penn  was  surely  a  wise  man  to  give 
us  so  liberal  a  government.  All  of  our  people  are 
prosperous  and  happy. 

Mistress  Mary  I  like  best  his  treaty  of  peace  with 
the  Indians.  'Tis  well  to  live  without  fear  of  them. 
Never  yet  have  they  broken  faith  with  us,  for  they 
know  we  Quakers  are  a  peaceable  people  and  love 
not  war. 
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William  Yes,  we  live  in  peace  and  brotherly  love, 
'Tis  thus  we  believe.  But  I  must  be  going  now  to  the 
market  place,  else  I  shall  be  late. 

[Exit  William] 
Mistress  Mary    Come,  maids,  let  us  help  to  get  the 
wagon  ready. 

[Exeunt  all] 


HANS   AND  KATRINA 


LIFE   IN  NEW   YORK 

Characters 
Katrina  Hans 

Scene 

(Kitchen  —  strung  with  dried  apples  and  corn.  A 
Dutch  woman  sweeping  the  sand  on  the  floor  into  tulip 
patterns.) 

Katrina  Ach!  'tis  the  tulip  pattern  I  vill  make 
this  time  in  the  sand.  The  tulip  —  the  dearly  loved 
flower  of  our  Netherlands. 

(Enter  Hans,  also  in  Dutch  costume,  carrying  a  cane 
and  a  money  bag.  He  drops  the  bag  heavily  on  the 
table  with  a  sigh  of  satisfaction.) 

Katrina  (in  dismay)  Hans!  Hans!  Mind  the 
sanded  floor!  Walk  not  into  the  best  room  so  care- 
lessly. 

Hans  (stepping  back  gingerly)  I  had  forgotten 
already,  so  glad  was  I  over  the  sale  of  our  last  furs. 
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Two  hundred  dollars  haf  we  made  from  dot  last  lot 
of  beaver  skins. 

Katrina  {clasping  her  hands  in  delight)  Ach, 
Hans!  what  wealth!  Now  I  can  have  a  new  four 
poster  bed  and  a  brass  warming  pan. 

Hans  Surely,  yes,  and,  Katrina,  we  vill  buy  a  new 
horse  and  a  pillion,  and  ride  up  to  Boston  town  to 
visit  mit  our  English  friends. 

Katrina  Ach  yes,  Hans !  but  the  Governor  vill  not 
like  it.  Peter  Stuyvesant  hates  the  English.  He  says 
dot  England  vill  some  day  take  New  Amsterdam  and 
den  we  vill  be  no  longer  one  Dutch  colony. 

Hans  I  care  little.  Stuyvesant  is  somewhat  of 
a  tyrant  himself.  We  might  not  fare  so  ill  under  the 
English.    Who  knows  but  we  might  like  it  better? 

Katrina  I  been  not  so  anxious  to  change  my  al- 
legiance to  a  new  country.  Good  old  Holland  is  my 
faderland. 

Hans  Yes,  and  mine  too.  I  lofe  her  too,  mine 
faderland,  but  here  in  dis  new  world  we  stand  alone. 
It  might  be  best  to  join  the  English  and  then  we  would 
be  better  protected  from  the  Indians. 

Katrina  Ach,  and  I  came  near  forgetting  mine 
loaf  cake  in  the  oven !    I  fear  'tis  burning. 
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Hans   Hardly,  Katrina,  hardly.    Our  Dutch  ovens 
bum  things  not  easily. 

Katrina    I  am  going  to  look  at  it,  anjrway. 

Hans    Go  on,  Katrina,  and  I  vill  come  too. 

Katrina  {sharply)    Be  careful  not  to  spoil  my  floor 
pattern,  Hans. 

Hans    Yah^    Katrina.     {He  picks  his  way  care- 
fully after  the  lustling  Katrina.) 

[Exeunt  both] 


THE   GEORGIA   DEBTORS 

Characters 
Sam  John  Joe 

Scene 
(Two  men  dressed  in  working  clothes  and  wearing 
ragged  straw  hats  are  leaning  on  their  hoes  talking. 
A  jug  oj  water  is  seen  on  a  bench  near  by.) 

Sam  Ah !  this  is  something  like  living,  even  if  we 
do  have  to  work  hard.  It  seems  almost  like  a  dream  to 
me  when  I  think  that  only  two  years  ago  I  was  lying 
in  London  jail  scarcely  expecting  to  ever  see  the  day- 
light again. 

John  And  I  was  in  Bedford  Prison  then.  I 
had  borrowed  one  hundred  dollars  from  Squire 
Williams  the  spring  before,  expecting  to  pay 
back  when  the  crops  came  on,  but  Mary  and  the 
children  got  the  fever  and  it  took  every  cent  I  could 
raise  that  year  for  medicine  and  doctors'  bills.  So 
when  the  money  came  due  I  had  but  five  pounds 
for   the    Squire.     He  was  very  angry  and   would 
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give  me  no  time,  though  I  begged  and  pleaded  for 
only  three  months  more.  He  would  not  wait  and  I 
was  put  in  prison.    Ah!  those  were  bitter  days. 

Sam  Yes,  and  well  I  remember  that  summer 
morning  when  the  kindly  Oglethorpe  came  to  my  cell 
and  talked  to  me  of  this  new  country  across  the  sea 
where  he  would  take  me  if  I  would  but  go,  and  I  an- 
swered, "Most  gladly  will  I  go,  sir."  Anywhere  was 
better  than  being  in  jail  a  Hfe  time  for  a  debt  that  I 
would  never  be  able  to  pay.  No  family,  no  friends 
had  I  who  might  possibly  have  raised  the  money  I 
owed. 

John  'Tis  said  that  the  great  Oglethorpe  himself 
paid  many  of  our  debts  and  yet  we  grumble  because 
he  will  not  allow  slaves  and  rum  in  Georgia. 

Sam  I  have  heard  that  we  are  likely  to  become 
a  royal  colony  some  time  and  then  all  of  these  things 
will  be  allowed. 

Joe  (another  workman  coming  in)  Come,  come, 
you  have  talked  long  enough.  Bring  the  water  jug 
and  let's  be  off.  The  bugs  will  have  eaten  the  indigo 
plants  by  the  time  we  reach  the  field  if  we  do  not 
hurry. 

{Sam  picks  up  the  jug  and  they  all  go  out) 


AN   INDIAN   STORY 
Characters 


Mother 

Nathan 

Hope 

First  Indian 

Ted 

Second  Indian 

Father 

Third  Indian 

Scene    I 
(Pioneer  kitchen.    Mother  is  darning  stockings  or 
mending.    Daughter  is  piecing  a  quilt.    Both  dressed 
plainly  as  frontier  women.) 

Mother  Hope,  I  wish  you  would  run  over  to  the 
Barnes  farm  and  borrow  their  big  iron  kettle.  I  want 
to  make  soft  soap  to-morrow  and  we  have  no  kettle 
large  enough. 

Hope    May  I  wear  my  red  ribbon,  mother? 

Mother  Yes,  but  be  careful  of  it.  Few  knick- 
nacks  find  their  way  into  a  frontier  country  and  one 
red  ribbon  will  not  last  forever. 

(Hope  goes  to  little  mirror  and  ties  a  ribbon  around 
her  throat.) 
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{Enters  Ted  in  breathless  excitement.) 

Ted  Mother,  I  know  there's  Injuns  around  by  the 
way  Bruno  acts.  He  just  bristles  up  his  hair  and  acts 
wild  like  he  always  does  when  he  smells  Injuns. 

Mother  Nonsense!  You've  been  listening  to  trap- 
per Ben's  yams  until  you  think  every  sound  you  hear 
is  an  Indian.  Go  and  help  Hope  bring  home  the  big 
iron  kettle. 

Ted  (whimpering)  I  don't  want  to  go.  There's 
Injuns  in  the  woods,  I  know. 

Mother  {sternly)  Go  right  ahead  and  let  me  hear 
no  more  of  your  foolishness. 

{Ted  goes  out  reluctantly  and  follows  Hope  down 
the  path.  When  he  catches  up  with  her  three  Indians 
in  war  paint  suddenly  appear  with  a  brandishing  of 
tomahawks.) 

Hope  {seeing  them,  screams)  Oh,  Ted !  run  — 
the  Indians! 

{Ted  starts  to  run,  but  an  Indian  catches  him  while 
the  other  two  stop  Hope.) 

First  Indian  You  are  prisoners.  Take  you  to 
Canada.     Be  good  and  walk  straight  and  we  no  tie 
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your  hands.  Be  bad  and  we  tie  you  and  beat  you, 
too. 

Hope    We  will  be  good. 

Second  Indian  Come,  hurry.  {All  start  off. 
Hope  tears  her  handkerchief  into  strips  and  drops 
them  along  the  trail.) 

First  Indian  (sees  her  and  brings  the  fiat  side  of 
tomahawk  down  on  her  shoulders.  Hope  screams  as 
though  in  pain)  Stop  —  you  leave  signs.  That 
must  not  be.    Hands  must  be  tied.    {Ties  her  hands.) 

{They  all  walk  a  little  farther) 

Third  Indian    We  tie  them  here  and  get  canoe. 

{They  tie  Ted^s  hands  behind  him  and  tie  his  feet 
together.  Hope,  they  blindfold.  Indians  then  dis- 
appear.) 
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Scene  II 

(Kitchen  again.  Father  rushes  in  and  grabs  gun 
from  the  wall.) 

Father    Where  are  Hope  and  Ted  ? 

Mother  Gone  to  the  Barnes  farm  after  the  iron 
kettle. 

FatJier  Alas!  the  Indians  have  them,  I  fear.  I 
heard  Hope  scream  while  I  was  working  in  the  field 
and  Nathan  Barnes  heard  her  also.  He  says  that 
he  saw  three  Indians  only  this  morning  cross  the  clear- 
ing and  make  for  the  woods.  I'll  not  be  home  until 
I  find  my  children.     (Hurries  off  with  gun.) 

Mother  (wringing  her  hands  in  distress)  Oh,  my 
poor  children!  my  poor  children!  (She  disappears 
behind  a  screen  as  if  going  into  another  room.) 

(Father  starts  down  same  trail  followed  by  the  Indi- 
ans and  their  prisoners  but  turns  off  and  does  not  see 
Hope  and  Ted.  Presently  Nathan  appears  gun  in 
hand.  He  sees  torn  bits  of  cloth,  picks  them  up  and 
follows  the  trail  until  he  comes  upon  the  children,  tied 
to  the  window  casing  in  the  absence  of  real  trees.) 

Ted  (sees  him  coming  and  cries)  Oh,  there  is 
Nathan  Barnes! 
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Hope  (calling)  Hurry,  Nathan,  the  Indians  will 
be  back  soon. 

Nathan  (stops  and  releases  Hope,  then  cuts  Ted's 
thongs)  You  poor  children!  How  lucky  that  I 
found  you!  That  torn  handkerchief  helped  me  to 
find  the  right  trail. 

Ted  (excitedly)  There  were  three  of  them  and  one 
of  them  struck  Hope  with  his  tomahawk. 

Nathan  Be  quiet,  Ted,  and  we  will  slip  away 
unseen. 

(They  start  off  and  meet  the  father  coming  hack.) 

Father  Ah!  good  for  you,  Nathan,  you  have 
found  my  children,  and  I  saw  the  Indians  down  by 
the  lake.  I  shot  at  them,  but  they  leaped  into  their 
canoe  and  made  off.  Let  us  hurry  home  now  to  their 
mother,  who  is  wild  to  know  what  has  become  of  her 
children. 

(All  hurry  toward  kitchen  —  Mother  coming  out  of 
oj  other  room,  sees  them  and  runs  to  meet  them.) 

Mother    My  children !  my  children !  safe  at  home ! 

(All  disappear  behind  the  screen.) 


REVOLUTIONARY   DAYS 
Characters 

Mother  Elizabeth  Winthrop 

Daughter  Prudence  Martha  Winthrop 

Mercy  Andrews  James  Hadley 

John  Fredricks 

Scene    I 

{Colonial  room.  Mother  knitting  and  daughter 
sewing.    Both  dressed  in  colonial  costume.) 

Mother  These  warm  socks  will  be  much  appre- 
ciated by  Nathan,  I  am  sure.  I  only  wish  we  could 
knit  enough  for  the  whole  army,  for  'tis  said  that  many 
of  the  poor  fellows  are  forced  to  go  barefooted  and  the 
cold  winter  is  coming  on. 

Prudence  Yes,  mother,  and  this  comfortable  will 
help  to  keep  off  that  terrible  winter  cold.  'Tis 
rumored  that  Washington  is  going  to  Valley  Forge 
for  the  winter.    'Tis  a  bleak  and  cheerless  place. 
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Mother  Ah!  here  comes  Mercy  Andrews.  I 
wonder  if  she  has  heard  any  news  from  the  front. 
She  seems  excited. 

Mercy  (bowing  excitedly)  Good  day  to  you,  Mis- 
tress Terry,  and  to  you  also,  Prudence.  Oh,  have 
you  heard  the  news  ? 

Mother  and  Prudence    No,  no !  tell  us  quickly. 

Mercy  Burgoyne  is  taken!  He  surrendered  at 
Saratoga! 

Mother  What  joyful  news!  and  now  the  French 
will  surely  help  us.    How  glad  I  am! 

Mercy  And  the  British  plan  for  cutting  off  New 
England  from  the  rest  of  the  colonies  has  failed. 
Our  New  Englanders  are  staunch  rebels,  surely. 

Mother  Get  Mercy  a  cup  of  tea,  Prudence.  She 
must  be  weary  after  her  long  walk. 

Prtidence  (rising)  'Tis  but  sassafras  tea,  Mercy, 
but  I  judge  that  you  will  have  no  other. 

Mercy  (with  flashing  eyes)  I  would  much  rather 
go  thirsty  than  drink  King  George's  tea. 

{Prudence  goes  out  after  tea  and  while  she  is  gone 
mother  shows  Mercy  the  pile  of  hose  that  she  has 
knitted.) 
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Mother  Just  see,  child,  here  are  a  dozen  pair  of 
hose  for  our  patriot  lads.  Prudence  and  I  have  knit 
them  all  in  these  two  weeks. 

Mercy  I  likewise  have  been  busy.  Mother  and 
I  have  been  making  blankets  to  send  to  the  front. 

Prudence  (returns  with  cup  of  tea)  Here  is  your 
tea,  Mercy.  I  fear  it  will  taste  like  medicine,  but 
better  so  than  to  drink  taxed  tea. 

Mercy  {taking  cup)  Yes,  indeed.  A  knock  at  the 
door  and  a  man  comes  in  with  one  sleeve  empty  and  a 
soldiefs  hat  on  his  head.) 

Mother  Welcome,  John  Fredricks.  I  know  what 
you  have  come  to  tell  us.  'Tis  of  the  wonderful  vic- 
fory  at  Saratoga,  but  Mercy  has  beaten  you.  We  are 
so  glad  that  Burgoyne  has  failed. 

John  You  should  hear  the  celebration  in  Boston 
town.  'Tis  as  great  as  when  we  heard  that  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  had  been  adopted.  'Tis 
the  turning  point  of  the  war,  I  am  sure,  for  now  Ben 
Franklin  says  that  France  will  help  us,  and  though 
our  patriots  fight  bravely,  we  are  sadly  in  need  of  men 
and  money. 

{Another  knock  and  Elizabeth  and  Martha  enter. 
They  are  also  dressed  in  colonial  fashion.) 
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Prudence  Here  are  Elizabeth  and  Martha  Win- 
throp.  'Tis  a  joyous  time  we  are  having,  girls. 
Come  and  join  us.  Is  not  our  United  States  of 
America  a  nation  to  be  proud  of? 

Elizabeth  Yes,  indeed!  Oh,  I  almost  forgot  to 
tell  you  that  we  saw  James  Hadley  coming  down  this 
way  and  he  seemed  to  be  very  much  excited.  Here 
he  comes  now. 

(Enter  James  carrying  a  gun.) 

John  Good  day  to  you,  James,  and  what  good 
thing  do  you  know? 

James  I  know  that  to-morrow  I  go  to  join  Gen- 
eral Washington  at  Valley  Forge.  I  am  eighteen  to- 
day and  father  has  consented  for  me  to  go  to-morrow. 

All    How  splendid ! 

Martha  Yet  it  will  be  a  fearful  winter,  father  says. 
The  colonists  have  little  food,  no  money,  and  poor 
clothing. 

John  (scorn jully)  I  am  not  afraid!  Would  you 
have  me  stay  at  home  when  our  great  Washington 
has  need  of  every  true  patriot  ? 

Martha  Oh,  no !  I  but  wish  I  were  a  boy  that  I 
too  might  go  and  help  to  win  our  independence. 
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Still  we  girls  have  been  working,  and  a  dozen  coats 
have  we  made  for  the  patriots.  We  will  send  them  by 
you  to-morrow,  James,  if  you  think  you  can  take 
them. 

James  Father  has  given  me  an  extra  horse  to 
carry  provisions  and  supplies,  and  I  will  gladly  take 
anything  any  of  you  wish  to  send. 

Mercy    I  want  to  send  some  blankets. 

Prudence  And  we  have  a  dozen  pair  of  woolen 
hose. 

John  {sadly)  How  I  wish  that  I  might  go  with 
you,  but  alas!  my  right  arm  was  lost  at  Trenton. 

Elizabeth  Do  tell  us  again  of  that  wonderful 
Christmas  eve. 

John  'Tis  an  old  story,  but  nevertheless  I  like  to 
remember  that  I  helped  to  row  our  brave  general 
across  the  icy  Delaware  that  awful  December  night. 
'Twas  snowing  fiercely  and  the  river  was  full  of  float- 
ing ice,  but  Washington  knew  that  the  Hessians  were 
celebrating  Christmas  and  that  we  must  do  something 
to  encourage  the  colonists,  for  the  retreat  across  New 
Jersey  made  some  faint-hearted  ones  believe  that  all 
was  lost.  I  was  one  of  the  four  patriots  wounded,  but 
we  took  almost  a  thousand   prisoners  that  night. 
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What  rejoicing  when  the  colonists  heard  of  Washing- 
ton's Christmas  gift  to  his  country! 

Elizabeth  I  understand  that  Mistress  Betsey  Ross 
is  making  a  national  flag  for  the  United  States  of 
America.  It  is  to  have  thirteen  stripes  to  represent 
each  of  the  thirteen  colonies,  and  as  many  stars  as 
there  are  states.  Let  us  all  sing  a  song  to  the  Stars 
and  Stripes. 

{All  rise  and  sing  "Union  Jack,^'  or  some  other 
patriotic  song.    School  may  join  in  the  singing.) 


THREE   COMPROMISES   OF  THE 

CONSTITUTION 

Characters 

presroent  of  the  convention  —  washington 

Dr.  Franklin  of  Pennsylvania 

Mr.  Pinckney  of  South  Carolina 

Mr.  Gerry  of  Massachusetts 

Mr.  Dickinson  of  Delaware 

Mr.  Sherman  of  Connecticut 

Mr.  Patterson  of  New  Jersey 

Mr.  Hamilton  of  New  York 

Mr.  Oilman  of  New  Hampshire 

Mr.  Carroll  of  Maryland 

Mr.  Blount  of  North  Carolina 

Mr.  Baldwin  of  Georgia 

Scene 

{The  jramers  oj  the  Constitutimi  sitting  in  order  for 
business.  Dressed  in  the  costume  oj  that  period  in 
knee  trousers,  low  shoes,  a  high  stock  collar  and  ruffled 
shirt  front.  This  appearance  may  be  obtained  by  using 
a  large  linen  handkerchief  around  the  throat  and  then 
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fastening  a  fancy  jabot  in  front.  Imitation  wigs  may 
he  made  from  cotton  hatting  on  a  cheese  cloth  hack- 
ground  made  to  fit  the  head.  A  black  ribbon  is  tied  on  the 
hair.) 

President  This  convention  was  called  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  revising  the  Articles  of  Confedera- 
tion, but  if  to  please  the  people  we  offered  something 
of  which  we  ourselves  disapproved,  how  could  we 
defend  it  afterward?  Surely,  it  would  be  well  to 
take  into  consideration  Virginia's  plan  for  a  new  con- 
stitution.   W^at  is  the  pleasure  of  this  convention? 

Mr.  Dickinson    Mr.  President. 

President    Mr.  Dickinson  of  Delaware. 

Mr.  Dickinson  Mr.  President,  the  question  of 
representation  in  the  two  houses  of  Congress  has  been 
raised  while  debating  this  Virginia  plan.  It  seems 
that  the  large  states  are  very  much  in  favor  of  repre- 
sentation according  to  the  popidation.  Now  the 
small  states  are  also  in  f?  vor  of  two  houses  in  the  gen- 
eral legislature,  but  we  would  sooner  submit  to  a 
foreign  power  than  submit  lo  being  deprived  of  an 
equal  vote  in  the  states,  thus  throwing  ourselves  under 
tbe  dominion  of  the  larger  states. 
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Mr  Sherman    Mr.  President. 

President    Mr.  Sherman  of  Connecticut. 

Mr,  Sherman  Mr.  President,  since  the  larger 
states  are  so  thoroughly  in  favor  of  representation 
according  to  the  population,  and  since  the  small  states 
are  equally  in  favor  of  equal  representation,  and  since 
both  large  and  small  states  favor  a  Congress  composed 
of  two  houses,  I  move  you,  sir,  that  we  compromise 
on  this  question  of  how  the  states  shall  be  represented 
in  Congress.  Let  the  Senate,  or  the  upper  house, 
have  equal  representation,  and  let  the  lower  house  be 
of  equal  representation,  that  is,  according  to  the  popu- 
lation of  the  states. 

Dr.  Franklin  Mr.  President,  that  is  a  good  com- 
promise and  I  second  the  motion. 

President  Gentlenien,  you  have  heard  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Sherman  of  Connecticut,  seconded  by  Dr. 
Franklin  of  Pennsylvania.  If  you  are  ready  to  accej^t 
this  compromise  of  the  Constitution,  please  manifest 
it  by  saying,  Yeau 

AM  members    Yea. 

Presiimi  It  is  a  vote.  Are  there  any  otlier  qpics- 
tioRs  tQ  be  c«msider©fl  ? 

Mk  BoMwrns,    Mr.  Ftesidcarit. 
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President    Mr.  Baldwin  of  Georgia. 

Mr.  Baldwin  Mr.  President,  may  I  ask  since  the 
lower  house  is  to  be  represented  according  to  the 
population  of  the  states,  how  are  the  slaves  to  be 
counted  ? 

Mr.  Gerry    Mr.  President. 

President    Mr.  Gerry  of  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Gerry  Mr.  President,  it  is  my  opinion,  sir, 
that  the  slaves  should  not  be  counted  as  the  equals  of 
the  free  men  for  the  purpose  of  state  representation. 
In  fact,  why  should  they  be  counted  at  all  ? 

Mr.  Blount    Mr.  President. 

President    Mr.  Blount  of  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Blount  Mr.  President,  I  protest  against  the 
opinion  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  It  is 
my  opinion,  sir,  that  the  slaves  should  all  be  counted 
as  population  for  the  purpose  of  representation. 

Mr.  Madison    Mr.  President. 

President    Mr.  Madison  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  Madison  Mr.  President,  since  the  northern 
members  object  to  the  negroes  being  counted  equally 
with  the  free  men  of  the  south  for  the  purpose  of  repre- 
sentation, and  since  the  southern  men  contend  that 
they  should  be  counted,  I  move  you,  sir,  that  we  again 
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compromise  and  count  three-fifths  of  the  slave?  as 
population  for  the  purpose  of  representation. 

Mr.  Patterson     Mr.   President. 

President    Mr  Patterson  of  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  Patterson  Mr.  President,  I  second  the  mc 
tion.  We  northern  members  should  surely  concede 
that  much  toward  the  peaceful  adoption  of  a  Con- 
stitution. 

President  Gentlemen,  you  have  heard  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Madison  of  Virginia,  seconded  by  Mr.  Patter- 
son of  New  Jersey,  that  we  compromise  on  the  ques- 
tion of  slave  representation,  counting  three-fifths  of 
the  slaves  as  population  for  the  purpose  of  represen- 
tation.    Are  you  ready  for  the  question  ? 

Dr.  Franklin     Question. 

President  All  in  favor  of  the  motion  as  put  by  Mr. 
Madison,  signify  by  saying  —  Yea. 

All  hut  Gerry    Yea. 

President    Those  opposed. 

Mr.  Gerry    Nay. 

President  The  motion  is  carried  and  the  second 
compromise  of  the  Constitution  has  been  made. 
Are  there  any  other  questions  to  be  considered  by 
this  convention? 
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Mf.  Hami!tm    Mr,  Pfesidejit. 
Pmsidmt    Mt,  Hamilton  of  New  York. 
Mfr  HamiU&n    Mr.    President,  there  is  yet  a 
vtry  important  question  to  be  settled  — how  shall 
commeree  be  regulated?    I  propose  that  we  take 
active-  measures  to  protect  our  American  shipping 
and  that  we  have  uniform  commerce  laws  m  the 
itates, 
Mr.  Pimkn^    Mr.  President. 
Prmdent    Mr.  Pinckney  of  ^uth  CaroKnau 
Mr.  FimMoy    Mr.  President^  the  northern  vmm- 
ben  of  this  convention  are  opposed  to  the  importa* 
tion  of  slaves  and  we  of  the  south  naturallj  wish  to 
mn^ty  on  our  slave,  trade  Indei^nitel j.    Yet  we  of  the 
gouth  are  ver}^  much  opposed  to  ta.3tes  on  our  exports* 
Can  o^t  some  compromise  fee  presented  on  how  we 
ihall  regulate  our  c<^mmerc^  miA  how  we  sJ^all  ccaa- 
trol  slave  importation?    However^  I  wmm  jou  now, 
that  South  Caro&a  can  n©v>^  receive  a  co^c^romfe© 
that  proMMts  ^mt  slave  trades 
MTs  Giimmn    Mr.  PresMeat 
ftmimt    Mfv  Gilmaja  of  New  Kaynq^shlre* 
Mr..  QMmim    Mr^  Fres»tot^  I  procpose  that  we 
l^vfe  C^:g^s§.  ti^ife  po;wer  ©f  piassfoig  sia'^^ationi  acts 
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and  also  that  the  importation  of  slaves  shall  not  be 
prohibited  before  iSoS.  In  fact,  1  put  thig  compro- 
mise  as  a  motion. 

Dr.  Franklm  I  will  second  the  motion  ako,  Mr. 
President. 

President  You  have  heard  the  motiun,  gentkffl^, 
as  ma<ie  by  Mr.  Gflman  of  New  Hampghir©  and  §ec- 
.onded  by  Dr.  Franklin  of  Pmngylvania,  that  0«= 
gress  be  given  the  power  to  regulate  eommerc©  and 
that  the  importation  of  slaves  be  not  proMbited  before 
1808.    Are  you  ready  for  the  queitlofi  ? 

Mr.  Carroll    Mr,  Pregident. 

President    Mr.  Carroll  of  Maryland. 

Mr,  Carroll  Mr,  Pregldant,  though  a  iOUtfc^fB 
member  and  owning  ^lavef  ,1  eacnot  but  iml  that  iucb 
a  feature  as  the  latter  part  of  i\m  eoffipromlge  wlU 
ttViA  to  fasten  the  §kve  trad^  up^  «§  a§  acotttfeu^ug 
thinf ,  I  like  not  the  Idea  eith^  oi  Cm^tm  m  fuHy 
controlling  our  commerce* 

Mr,  Gerry    Mr,  Fregldeoi* 

President    Ms.  Geny  of  Ma^acfeiMtf, 

Mr.  Gerry  Mi.  Preiidmt,  I  hMy  agf^  fdtfe  the 
sotfthem  gemtkssaii  cm  the  fkriery  qti^lofl*  icicfe 
a  coajpronme  womM  be  p^kefy  imiisof nl. 
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Dr.  Franklin    Question,  question! 

President  Are  you  ready  for  the  question  now, 
gentlemen?  {Silence)  All  in  favor  of  the  motion 
as  made  by  Mr.  Oilman  of  New  Hampshire  and 
seconded  by  Dr.  Franklin  of  Pennsylvania,  signify 
by  the  usual  sign. 

All  {except  Gerry  and  Pinckney)    Yea. 

President    Those  opposed. 

Gerry  and  Pinckney    Nay. 

President  The  yeas  have  it  and  the  motion  is  car- 
ried. As  it  is  now  twelve  o'clock  a  motion  for  ad- 
journment might  be  in  order. 

Dr.  Franklin  I  move,  Mr.  President,  that  this 
convention  be  adjourned  to  meet  again  to-morrow 
morning  at  nine  o'clock. 

Mr.  Sherman  I  second  that  motion,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent. 

President  It  has  been  moved  and  seconded  that 
this  convention  be  adjourned  to  meet  again  to- 
morrow at  nine  o'clock.  All  in  favor  signify  by  the 
usual  sign. 

All    Yea!    Yea! 

President    The    motion    is  carried.     Gentlfmen, 

we  stand  adjourned. 

[Exeunt  all] 
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